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opportunities for parents and staff members to be involved in the 
review and development of educational activities and school planning. 

The SSC usually consists of approximately ten (10) members, including 
the Principal, staff members, parents, and a student representative. 
Members are elected at the beginning of each school year and serve a 
two-year term. 

The ELAC does not have a set membership, but should be attended by 
families interested specifically in advocacy and education for English 
Learners. 

For SSC and ELAC meeting dates, please see our office or check out the 
Calendar of Events on our webpage (www.vusd.org/glcs).  

Thank you! 

Thank you for taking the time to review our Parent Student Handbook. 
If you have any additional questions, please let us know. We look 
forward to working with you to provide the best education possible 
for your child! 
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Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) 
The PTSA engages and empowers families to support students through 
school involvement. The PTSA organizes family events to promote 
community, and fundraisers to support school programs and events.  

There are several ways to support and become involved in the PTSA: 

 Contribute to the organization financially by becoming a 
member 

 Share ideas and stay informed by attending monthly 
meetings 

 Volunteer for PTSA events and activities, 
 Serve on a committee or as a room parent 

Volunteering and Chaperoning 
Volunteering and/or chaperoning are two great ways to support your 
child’s education and help our school. Volunteers may serve in the 
classroom, library, or at special events. Chaperones assist with off-
campus trips. 

VUSD requires that chaperones and volunteers be approved each 
year. Approvals do not carry-over from one year to the next. The 
volunteer application process involves completing an application 
packet and attending a 30-minute training. You must then be 
approved by the administration and district office in order to 
volunteer or chaperone. Finger printing is not required for all 
volunteer activities, but is encouraged. Volunteers who are 
fingerprinted are prioritized for chaperoning. 

Training dates and times will be communicated to families as soon as 
they are scheduled. We encourage you to attend a Volunteer training 
as soon as possible, and not wait until a field trip is scheduled, as the 
approval process may take up to four (4) weeks. 

SSC and ELAC 
The School Site Council (SSC) and English Learner Advisory Council 
(ELAC) are made up of GLC parents and staff. These councils provide 
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Global Learning Charter School 
1051 W. Robin Drive 

Visalia, CA 93291 

 

 

August 2022 

Dear Families, 

Welcome to Global Learning Charter School! Whether you are 
a returning family, or are new to our school, we are excited to partner 
with you to make this a great year for your child!  

The purpose of this handbook is to equip you with important 
information regarding our school program, policies, and practices. 
Please take some time to review the contents, and discuss relevant 
sections with your child. Additional information is provided on our 
website at www.vusd.org/glcs.  

At GLC, we are driven by our commitment to students. 
Everything we do is aimed towards creating a program that will 
prepare our students to be successful in work and life. We know 
parents and families share this goal, and are honored to work 
alongside you.  

Thank you for being a part of our GLC community! 

Sincerely, 

 

Karin Aure, Ed.D. 
Principal 
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Mission 
At Global Learning Charter School, we take the mission of Visalia 
Unified School District (VUSD) very seriously. We have further 
developed a school vision, theme, and annual school goals to align 
with the District’s. 

VUSD Mission 
Be Ready, Be Present, Be Successful, and Be Connected 

School Vision, Theme, and Goals 
In the summer of 2016, a charter school development team of VUSD 
parents, teachers, administrators, and community members met over 
a period of several months to develop the vision and theme for our 
school. 

The following are the results of that collective effort: 

Charter School Vision 
We believe that successful students model 21st century skills. 
We believe that successful students value community. 
We believe that successful students are collaborative. 
We believe that successful students take risks and learn from 
experience. 
We believe that successful students are caring and open-minded. 
 

Charter School Theme 
Our school prepares students to be successful in our global 
community by developing 21st century skills through experiential and 
community-based learning within a technology and language rich 
environment. We provide a safe environment that encourages risk-
taking and perseverance. 
 

Our school has also created goals and identified supporting school 
actions to help us achieve these goals. These goals and supporting 
actions are described in detail in our charter petition and school 
planning documents.  
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 Report cards 
 Teacher whole-class communication (e.g., Class Dojo) 
 Marquee 
 Website (www.vusd.org/glcs)  
 Other phone calls, emails, and written correspondence 

Student Recognition Assemblies 
Student recognition assemblies are held five (5) times each year. 
Students are recognized for academic progress, character 
development, and teacher choice awards. We may also recognize 
students for other accomplishments. 

Families are notified if their child is going to be recognized 
approximately one week in advance. 

Parent-Teacher Meetings 
We encourage parents to reach out to their child’s teacher whenever 
they have questions or concerns. If parents would like to discuss an 
issue with their child’s teacher, we ask that they respect staff 
supervision duty and planning times and schedule meetings in 
advance. Please allow teachers a day to respond to inquiries for 
meetings, and understand that scheduling can take additional time. 

Visiting Classrooms 
Parents who would like to visit their child’s classroom should make 
arrangements in advance with the teacher. This is the most courteous 
course of action for the teacher and students.  

At the time of visitation, parents will check-in at the front office, sign-
in on our register, and receive a visitor’s badge. 

Parents are not permitted to walk into a classroom unannounced. 
Unannounced visits interfere with classroom instruction and may 
interrupt testing, observations, or other such activities. 
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Students must be picked up on time upon dismissal. Students in 
grades TK-3 with older siblings may NOT wait on campus for the 3:10 
PM dismissal. We do not have supervision for these students and the 
office is not suitable for students to wait for extended periods of time. 

Comprehensive School Safety Plan (CSSP) 
Each year, GLC updates its Comprehensive School Safety Plan (CSSP). 
The CSSP includes strategies for: 

 Ensuring the physical safety of students and staff; 
 Promoting a school climate of respect, emotional safety, and 

a caring; and 
 Encouraging meaningful student leadership. 

The CCSP also outlines emergency management teams, emergency 
response options, and how the school coordinates with the district 
and city emergency teams to address safety. 

Emergency preparedness is discussed with staff at the beginning of 
each school year and as needed throughout the year. Emergency 
preparedness drills are conducted at least once per month. 

Parent and Family Involvement 
There are many ways for families to participate in school activities and 
support their child’s education. The benefits of such involvement 
extend directly to your child, other students, and the school overall. 

Home-School Communication 
Frequent communication between school and home supports student 
success. Some ways GLC supports communication between home and 
school include: 

 Weekly phone and email message 
 Weekly newsletter for families 
 Notes and flyers 
 Back-to-School and Open House nights 
 Parent-teacher conferences 
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Charter School Goal 1: We will engage students in a challenging 
curriculum and provide them the support to become successful 21st 
century learners in our global community. 
Charter School Goal 2: We will support a district-wide collaborative 
culture for students and adults focused on learning and results 
achieved through collaboration and community partnerships. 
Charter School Goal 3: We will maintain a caring and encouraging 
learning environment for students and adults that encourages risk-
taking and perseverance. 
Charter School Goal 4: We will recruit, hire, and retain highly 
qualified, talented and productive staff through establishing and 
supporting a culture of high-expectations and continuous 
improvement. 

Daily Schedules 
For a more detailed overview of our daily schedule, please visit our 
webpage (www.vusd.org/glcs) or ask our front office for a copy. 

Every Day Start Times Gr TK-3 Gr 4-8 
Breakfast 7:30 7:30 
First bell 8:15 8:15 
School starts 8:20 8:20 
Regular Dismissal Gr TK-3 Gr 4-8 
School ends 2:15 3:10 
Wednesday Dismissal Gr TK-3 Gr 4-8 
School ends 2:15 2:15 
Minimum Day Dismissal Gr TK-3 Gr 4-8 
School ends 12:50 12:50 

Events Calendar 
For our calendar of events for this school year, please visit our 
webpage (www.vusd.org/glcs) or ask our front office for a copy. 

Educational and Enrichment Programs 
The instructional program and related curriculum at GLC are designed 
to support our school mission and vision. The following key themes 
support these goals and help define what is special about our school: 
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21st Century Skills — Core subjects; Life and career skills; Learning 
and innovation skills; Information, media, and technology skills. 

Global Education — Attitudes, skills, and knowledge to understand 
and participate in a globally connected world. 

World Languages — Multi-language plan that starts with Spanish in 
elementary school and continues with a foreign language through high 
school. 

Technology Integration — Technology tools to obtain, analyze, 
synthesize, and present information. 

Additionally, we have identified a philosophy of teaching and learning 
that we believe provides the best foundation for achieving our student 
outcomes. These include, but are not limited to: 

 Experiential and inquiry-based learning 
 Community service and partnerships 
 Multi-disciplinary integration 
 Utilization of technology for learning and participation 
 Relevant and engaging instruction 
 Cooperative and cross-age learning 
 Student-centered instructional approaches 
 Socio-emotional learning 

Spanish, PE, and Music 
At GLC, we are proud to offer specialized Spanish, PE, and Music 
classes. Spanish is taught to all students in grades TK through 8th 
grade. PE is provided to all students, and taught by specialists for 
grades 4-8. Music is also taught by specialists and offered to all 
students beginning in 4th grade. All specialized classes are offered for a 
period of 100 minutes per week (90 minutes for Spanish, TK-2). 

Homework 
At GLC, we believe that learning should and does occur well beyond 
the school day. With this in mind, homework at GLC is characterized 
by the following: 
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For students’ safety, food is NOT allowed on the playgrounds and 
must be eaten prior to entering any playground. Students are also not 
allowed to share food with other students.  

Some classrooms and/or grade-spans may be designated as nut-free 
or food-free, as needed. In such cases, letters will be sent home with 
additional information. 

Cell Phones 
Cell phones are to be turned off and kept in backpacks during the 
school day. Students may access their phones once they are off 
campus. Use of cell phones on campus will result in confiscation. 
Confiscated phones will be kept at the front office and returned to 
students at the end of the school day.  

Families who need to reach their child should call our office at 559-
730-7768. The school assumes no responsibility for loss or damage to 
cell phones. 

Personal Belongings 
Please ensure all personal belongings, such as backpacks, clothing, and 
lunch bags, are marked clearly with your child’s name. This helps 
enormously in returning items to their rightful owner.  

Do not allow your child to bring items to school that are not part of 
the educational program, unless requested by the teacher. This 
includes toys, games, trading cards, marbles, and other such items. 

Supervision Before and After School 
The main drop-off gate opens at 7:30 AM and breakfast service begins. 
Students arriving between 7:30 and 8:00 AM report directly to the 
cafeteria.  

At 8:00 AM students are dismissed to the playgrounds. Students 
arriving at this time report directly to their grade-level playground. 
The Kindergarten playground gate opens at 8:05 AM. 

At 8:15 AM the bell to class rings.  All students should be in class, 
ready to learn, at 8:20 AM. 
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Classroom Interruptions 
We take great effort to reduce classroom disruptions. Efforts include, 
but are not limited to: 

 Lunches or other necessary materials brought late will be 
kept at the office to be picked up by the student. Students 
can check in at the office prior to lunch or during a non-
instructional time. 

 Messages for a student will be taken by our office staff and 
held until an appropriate time that does not interfere with 
learning activities. 

 Our office makes every effort NOT to disrupt classes during 
the last 15 minutes of the school day. Important messages or 
necessary pick-ups should be conducted prior to this time 
period. 

 Students who show a pattern of leaving early for non-legal 
reasons will have their attendance reviewed and appropriate 
consequences enforced. 

Cafeteria and Food 
The VUSD Nutritional Services department offers breakfast and hot 
lunch to all students every day, including minimum days. Menus are 
sent home monthly and available online via a link on our website.  

If preferred, students may bring a cold lunch from home. We 
recommend students have their lunch with them at the start of the 
school day. 

Students may also bring a snack to school 
and are provided an opportunity to eat their 
snack during the recess period. Healthy 
snacks promote positive habits and 
nutrition for learning.  

Students should NOT bring candy or junk food to school. Junk food 
includes foods high in fat, sugar, and/or calories. Junk food leads to 
fatigue, loss of concentration, and the inability to focus.  

2022-2023 Parent Student Handbook        Page 5 

 Emphasis on practice: All students are expected to read daily. 
In addition, students may be expected to practice basic skills 
associated with current areas of study in Mathematics, 
Writing, Music, or other content areas.  

 Exploration of topics: Students may be expected to explore 
topics of interest to the student, such as art, gardening, 
sports, science, etc. 

 Structured interactions: Students may be asked to complete 
activities that require interactions with family members, such 
as completing a collective task, inquiring about family history, 
or dialoguing about a topic of interest. 

 Enrichment: GLC supports the important learning that takes 
place when students are able to participate in after-school 
enrichment opportunities, whether offered at school or by 
another party/organization. 
 

Report Cards and Parent Conferences 
Report cards are provided at the end of each trimester and offer 
families insight as to their child’s progress towards grade-level 
expectations for core competencies and standards. Conferences are 
scheduled with all families after the first trimester, and as needed 
after the second trimester.  

Period Conference Dates 
Trimester 1 11/9/22 - 11/18/22 
Trimester 2 3/8/23 - 3/10/23 
Trimester 3 Report cards issued on 6/2/23 

8th Grade Promotion 
Our annual 8th grade promotion is a family event celebrating students’ 
completion of elementary and middle school. In order to participate in 
the promotion ceremony, the following criteria must be met: 

 Students must be in good academic standing. 
 Students must have a 94% attendance for the school year. 

This equates to no more than 12 school days missed. Only 
actual days attended count toward 94%. 
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SCICON 
The Clemmie Gill School of Science and 
Conservation (SCICON) is an outdoor science 
school providing educational opportunities 
for 5th and 6th grade students. Our 5th grade 
students attend the one-day program and 
our 6th grade students attend the week-long 
overnight program.  

After-School Clubs 
GLC offers various after-school clubs through the school year. 
Examples of clubs from past years include a Run Club, Math Superbowl 
Club, Spanish Club, Chess Club, Speedcubing Club, Yearbook Club, and 
Slick Rock Film Festival Club. Information will be communicated to 
families when clubs are offered. 

Athletics 
GLC offers 5th-8th grade students the opportunity to participate in 
after-school sports. There are three seasons, including: 

 Football/Volleyball (early Fall) 
 Soccer (late Fall to early Winter) 
 Basketball (after Winter break) 

Students in grades 3-6 have the opportunity to participate in Track, 
which begins in March. 

HEART Afterschool Program 
GLC partners with the Visalia non-profit organization Pro-Youth to 
offer an afterschool Expanded Learning Program (ELP) called HEART, 
which stands for Health, Enrichment, Academics, Recreation, and 
Teamwork. Applications are available in our office or online at: 
www.proyouthexpandedlearning.org/. 
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 Be patient and give yourself plenty of time. If the circular 
drive is too impacted, park and walk to the arrival/dismissal 
gate to meet your child. 

Absences and Tardies 
Attendance is critical to a student’s success in school. Regular 
attendance increases academic performance, school connectedness, 
positive behavior, and work habits.  

Absences should be reported to the school by 10:00 AM, or a call will 
be made home for verification. Legal reasons for absences are: 
illnesses, medical appointments for the student, or a death in the 
immediate family. 

On-time arrival at school is as important as regular attendance. 
Students arriving late miss valuable information, disrupt other 
students, and interfere with activities already in session. Tardy 
students must check in to the office before going to their classroom. 

Cases of excessive absences and/or tardies will be referred to the 
School Attendance Review Team (SART) and may result in referral to 
the School Attendance Review Board (SARB). 

Early Departures 
Early departures negatively impact learning for 
both the student and the class as a whole. 

When students must be picked up early (e.g., 
medical appointments, emergencies), they are 
to be signed out at the front office. Students 
will be called out of the classroom once the 
parent/guardian has arrived. Families are expected to wait in the 
office for their child. 

The 15-minute period prior to dismissal is a critical period for 
classroom assignments, clarifications, and communication. Unless 
absolutely necessary, we will ask families requesting to pick up their 
child within this time frame to wait until dismissal. 
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Students and parents are required to review important rules and 
expectations regarding technology use and then sign an acceptable 
use agreement prior to accessing the Internet at school. Students who 
fail to abide by these expectations shall be subject to disciplinary 
action, revocation of the right to use technological resources, and 
legal action, as appropriate. 

Parent or guardian permission is also required before publishing 
student work or accomplishments on our website. You will be 
provided a form to indicate your consent prior to publication.  

Students are also taught appropriate and responsible use of 
technology through classroom lessons on topics, such as Internet 
safety, cyberbullying, digital footprint, and privacy and security. 

General School Information 

Drop-offs and Pick-ups 
The start and end of the school day are particularly busy times on 
campus. Ensuring students’ safety requires all of us to follow a few 
simple rules: 

 The circular drive is for drop-off and pick-ups ONLY. Cars 
should NOT be left unattended in the circular drive. If you 
need to leave your car, you must park in an established 
parking space. 

 Students enter and exit cars from the right lane of the 
circular drive ONLY. For all of our children’s safety, do NOT 
drop off or pick up your child in the left lane, which requires 
children to cross a lane of traffic. 

 Double parking on the street is prohibited and dangerous. It 
is also illegal and the police could cite violators. 

 Drive slowly and be alert for children at all times. In addition 
to our students, many families have smaller siblings with 
them at pick-up and drop-off time. 
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Independent Study/Furlough 
Short-term independent study provides the opportunity for parents to 
comply with compulsory education laws and for their child to continue 
his/her education when circumstances prevent the child from 
attending school. If your child is out of school for three (3) or more 
days, you may request short-term independent study. 

Requests for independent study should be made to the office at least 
5 days prior to the absence. If approved by the administration, your 
child will be provided work by his/her teacher. Student work must be 
completed in full and turned in on the first day after the contract ends, 
in order for your child to receive attendance credit. 

School Culture and Behavior 

GLC is the proud recipient of the 2022 Virtues and Character 
Recognition Award by the Bonner Center for Character Education and 
Citizenship at Fresno State.  

The following programs and practices describe how we create the 
conditions for positive behavior and a supportive school culture.  

PBIS 
Positive Behavior Intervention and Support (PBIS) is a model used to 
establish the behavioral supports needed for all students in school to 
achieve social, emotional and academic success. A fundamental tenet 
of PBIS is that school communities teach appropriate behaviors in the 
same way that we teach academics.  

SHINE 
The SHINE slogan provides a 
constructive way to frame our 
behavior expectations for 
students. These expectations 
include not only the behaviors that 
make our school a safe place to 
learn, but also the behaviors that 
we hope students will exhibit in learning and life.  
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SHINE expectations are prominently displayed across the school. 
Students also work with their classroom teacher and peers to develop 
SHINE expectations for the classroom. 

Examples of SHINE expectations include the following: 

S is for SAFE 
 Keep hands and feet to yourself 
 Be aware of others 
 Stay on walkways 
 Report problems to an adult 
 Use materials appropriately 

H is for HONORABLE 
 Be respectful of others 
 Play fair 
 Help others 
 Show appreciation 
 Take care of books and materials 

I is for INNOVATIVE 
 Avoid problems before they begin 
 Be creative in order to include others 
 Be a problem-solver 
 Find ways to be helpful 
 Try out new topics 

N is for NEVER GIVE UP 
 Keep our playgrounds safe 
 Make all students welcome 
 Read for life 
 Be a life-long learner 
 Present our best to visitors 

E is for EMPOWERED 
 Be inclusive 
 Encourage others 
 Take pride in your surroundings 
 Ask for help when needed 
 Introduce yourself and your purpose 

Responsibility and Consequences 
Students are expected to take responsibility for their actions. Just as 
there are natural consequences in real life, students face 
consequences at school for poor decisions. In these cases, teachers 
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and staff work hard to ensure that students understand how their 
behavior affects themselves and others, and how they could make a 
better decision next time. Consequences are assigned for the purpose 
of reinforcing those understandings.  

GLC staff draw on District guidelines to assign consequences and 
positively build students’ sense of responsibility for their actions.  

Stop Walk Talk 
The Stop-Walk-Talk strategy is a simple 
approach appropriate for students of all 
ages to address bullying and help with 
conflict resolution. Students are taught 
this strategy as part of our PBIS instruction 
at the beginning of and throughout the 
year.  

Dress Code 
Students should wear clothing to school that is conducive to the 
learning process and reflects respect for oneself and the school. Our 
dress code is guided by the following two expectations: 

1. Attire must protect the health and safety of students 
2. Attire shall not interfere with the educational process 

For the complete dress code, please refer to the VUSD Student 
Conduct Code, which is posted on the VUSD district website. 

Public Display of Affection 
We aim to ensure learning environments on campus are appropriate 
to our students’ development and free from distraction. Therefore, we 
do not allow public displays of affection (PDA) between students 
beyond what is ordinary between friends. 

Use of Technology 
Technology is an important learning tool. It increases student 
engagement, enables more personalized learning, and provides 
instant access to knowledge. It also comes with significant 
responsibilities. 


